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SYSTEM PERFORMANCE USING COOLING
CONFIGURATION INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates generally to a method, sys-
tem, and computer program product for improving perfor-
mance of a data processing system component. More particu-
larly, the present invention relates to a method, system, and
computer program product for improving system perfor-
mance using cooling configuration information of the system
components.

2. Description of the Related Art

Data processing systems can be configured in a variety of
ways. For example, the components in a data processing
system may be configured to operate in a manner such that the
data processing system behaves as a single data processing
unit. The memory in such a configuration operates to support
data manipulation for the single data processing unit.

As another example, data processing systems can be
divided into logical partitions (LPARs). Such data processing
systems are also known as logical partitioned data processing
systems. A logical partition is also known simply as a “parti-
tion.” Each partition operates as a separate data processing
system independent of the other partitions. Generally, a par-
tition management firmware component manages partitions
through their creation and subsequent assignment of hard-
ware components. A Hypervisor is an example of such parti-
tion management firmware.

Electronic components in a data processing system pro-
duce heat as a byproduct of their operation. Typically, the heat
is dissipated from the data processing system using a cooling
medium, such as air or a liquid coolant (collectively referred
to as “coolant”).

SUMMARY

The illustrative embodiments provide a method, system,
and computer program product for improving system perfor-
mance using cooling configuration information. An embodi-
ment indexes a set of components in a data processing system
according to corresponding amounts of cooling available to
the components in the set. The embodiment assigns priorities
to component users in a set of component users. The embodi-
ment allocates, using a processor and a memory, a component
whose index value represents a higher than threshold amount
of cooling availability to the component to a component user
whose priority is higher than a threshold priority.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The novel features believed characteristic of the invention
are set forth in the appended claims. The invention itself,
however, as well as a preferred mode of use, further objectives
and advantages thereof, will best be understood by reference
to the following detailed description of an illustrative
embodiment when read in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of a data processing system
in which the illustrative embodiments may be implemented;

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of an example logically
partitioned platform in which the illustrative embodiments
may be implemented;
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FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram of an example cooling
configuration in a data processing system, the information
about which can be used in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment;

FIG. 4 depicts example data structures configured for
improving system performance using cooling configuration
information in accordance with an illustrative embodiment;

FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of an example process for
improving system performance using cooling configuration
information in accordance with an illustrative embodiment;

FIG. 6 depicts a flowchart of a process for improving
system performance using cooling configuration information
in accordance with an illustrative embodiment;

FIG. 7 depicts a flowchart of an example process of recon-
figuring a component for improving system performance
using cooling configuration information in accordance with
an illustrative embodiment; and

FIG. 8 depicts a flowchart of an example process for reduc-
ing operating cost and improving system performance using
cooling configuration information in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Within the scope of this disclosure, a component of a data
processing system can be any electrical or electronic compo-
nent, such as, for example, a memory card, a processor chip,
a controller board, an adapter, or a power supply. The illus-
trative embodiments recognize that the performance of a
component depends on the effectiveness of heat removal from
the component. A relatively cooler component can be config-
ured to perform better than a relatively hotter component of a
similar type.

Consider air as an example coolant. The illustrative
embodiments recognize that the location of a component in
the airflow path through a data processing system is a factor in
determining how effectively the airflow can remove heat from
that component. A component that is closest to the airflow
inlet receives the best heat exchange rate from the airflow and
will be cooled the most. As the air passes over components
progressively farther from the inlet, the air is increasingly
heated, and the farther components receive progressively
decreasing heat exchange rate from the airflow. Thus, the
illustrative embodiments recognize that in a component
closer to the coolant inlet performs or can be configured to
perform better than a comparable component farther away
from the coolant inlet.

For example, a processor closer to an airflow inlet can be
operated at a clock speed higher than the clock speed of a
comparable processor farther away from the inlet in relation
to the first processor. A processor operating at a relatively
higher clock speed can process larger workloads than another
comparable processor operating at a relatively lower clock
speed.

Presently, in a multi-partition system with a controlling
hypervisor, the hardware component assignment to partitions
is done without considering chip location. Presently, the com-
ponents are numbered by firmware and the first available
component from a set of comparable components is assigned
to the partition.

Sometimes a system assigns certain components together
as a group. For example, a group of processors may be
assigned to a partition together in order to maintain system
affinity for processors that are on the same chip or are other-
wise closely tied together.

The illustrative embodiments recognize that present com-
ponent assignment techniques do not consider the cooling
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configurations of the various components when making
assignments of partition resources. Thus, the illustrative
embodiments recognize that at least some assignments of
components to partitions are not optimal for partition perfor-
mance, overall system performance, or both, in a given sys-
tem configuration.

A cooling configuration of a component includes the posi-
tioning of the component relative to a coolant flow, obstruc-
tions affecting the coolant flow to the component, or a com-
bination thereof. Information about a cooling configuration
describes such positioning, obstructions, or a combination
thereof.

The illustrative embodiments used to describe the inven-
tion generally address and solve the above-described prob-
lems and other problems related to system performance due
to hardware component cooling configurations. The illustra-
tive embodiments provide a method, system, and computer
program product for improving system performance using
cooling configuration information.

For example, an embodiment uses knowledge about the
coolant flow through a system to make cooling configuration
aware component assignments to partitions or workloads in a
system. Another embodiment further uses priority informa-
tion associated with component users, such as partitions or
workloads, to optimally assign components to the compo-
nents users such that the performance of the component user
or system as a whole is improved. In one example operation,
such an embodiment assigns the coolest component to the
highest priority partition, thereby allowing that partition to
achieve better performance as compared to the partition’s
performance with a hotter component.

Another embodiment can help reduce the operating costs
of a system by using the cooling configuration information
about the components of the system. For example, some
systems have energy savings capabilities where a component
can be powered down, placed in a low power consumption
mode, or placed in a sleep mode when the component’s
utilization falls below a threshold utilization. An embodiment
reconfigures a relatively cooler component to handle addi-
tional workloads. The embodiment transfers a workload from
a relatively hotter component to the relatively cooler compo-
nent, thereby reducing the hotter component’s utilization.
When the embodiment has caused the hotter component’s
utilization to fall below the threshold level of utilization, the
embodiment allows the system to reduce the power consump-
tion of the hotter component, thereby reducing the operating
cost of the system.

Some systems incur license costs per component that uses
a license for the component’s operation. In such configura-
tions, another embodiment reduces the operating costs of the
system by reducing the number of components using the
licenses. The embodiment transfers the workload of a rela-
tively hotter component to a relatively cooler component.
When the workload is transferred away and the hotter com-
ponent is no longer using the license, the embodiment allows
the system to reduce the license usage and license cost of
operating the system is reduced.

The illustrative embodiments are described with respect to
certain components, component users, costs, and perfor-
mance measurement criteria only as examples. Such
examples are not intended to be limiting to the invention. For
example, an illustrative embodiment described with respect
to a processor component can be implemented with respect to
a memory component in a similar manner within the scope of
the illustrative embodiments. As another example, an illus-
trative embodiment described with respect to a partition can
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be used with respect to a workload in a non-partitioned sys-
tem in a similar manner within the scope of the illustrative
embodiments.

Furthermore, the illustrative embodiments may be imple-
mented with respect to any type of data, data source, or access
to a data source over a data network. Any type of data storage
device may provide the data to an embodiment of the inven-
tion, either locally at a data processing system or over a data
network, within the scope of the invention.

The illustrative embodiments are described using specific
code, designs, architectures, protocols, layouts, schematics,
and tools only as examples and are not limiting to the illus-
trative embodiments. Furthermore, the illustrative embodi-
ments are described in some instances using particular soft-
ware, tools, and data processing environments only as an
example for the clarity of the description. The illustrative
embodiments may be used in conjunction with other compa-
rable or similarly purposed structures, systems, applications,
or architectures. An illustrative embodiment may be imple-
mented in hardware, software, or a combination thereof.

The examples in this disclosure are used only for the clarity
of the description and are not limiting to the illustrative
embodiments. Additional data, operations, actions, tasks,
activities, and manipulations will be conceivable from this
disclosure and the same are contemplated within the scope of
the illustrative embodiments.

Any advantages listed herein are only examples and are not
intended to be limiting to the illustrative embodiments. Addi-
tional or different advantages may be realized by specific
illustrative embodiments. Furthermore, a particular illustra-
tive embodiment may have some, all, or none of the advan-
tages listed above.

With reference to the figures and in particular with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 and 2, these figures are example diagrams of
data processing environments in which illustrative embodi-
ments may be implemented. FIGS. 1 and 2 are only examples
and are not intended to assert or imply any limitation with
regard to the environments in which different embodiments
may be implemented. A particular implementation may make
many modifications to the depicted environments based on
the following description.

With reference to FIG. 1, this figure depicts a block dia-
gram of a data processing system in which the illustrative
embodiments may be implemented. Data processing system
100 may be a symmetric multiprocessor (SMP) system
including a plurality of processors 101, 102, 103, and 104,
which connect to system bus 106. For example, data process-
ing system 100 may be an IBM Power System® implemented
as a server within a network. (Power Systems is a product and
a trademark of International Business Machines Corporation
in the United States and other countries). Alternatively, a
single processor system may be employed and processors
101, 102, 103, and 104 may be cores in the single processor
chip. Alternatively, data processing system 100 may include
processors 101, 102, 103, 104 in any combination of proces-
sors and cores.

Also connected to system bus 106 is memory controller/
cache 108, which provides an interface to a plurality of local
memories 160-163. 1/O bus bridge 110 connects to system
bus 106 and provides an interface to I/O bus 112. Memory
controller/cache 108 and I/O bus bridge 110 may be inte-
grated as depicted.

Data processing system 100 is a logically partitioned data
processing system. Thus, data processing system 100 may
have multiple heterogeneous operating systems (or multiple
instances of a single operating system) running simulta-
neously. Each of these multiple operating systems may have
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any number of software programs executing within it. Data
processing system 100 is logically partitioned such that dif-
ferent PCI 1/0 adapters 120-121, 128-129, and 136, graphics
adapter 148, and hard disk adapter 149 may be assigned to
different logical partitions. In this case, graphics adapter 148
connects to a display device (not shown), while hard disk
adapter 149 connects to and controls hard disk 150.

Thus, for example, suppose data processing system 100 is
divided into three logical partitions, P1, P2, and P3. Each of
PCI /O adapters 120-121, 128-129, 136, graphics adapter
148, hard disk adapter 149, each of host processors 101-104,
and memory from local memories 160-163 is assigned to one
of' the three partitions. In these examples, memories 160-163
may take the form of dual in-line memory modules (DIMMs).
DIMMs are not normally assigned on a per DIMM basis to
partitions. Instead, a partition will get a portion of the overall
memory seen by the platform. For example, processor 101,
some portion of memory from local memories 160-163, and
1/0 adapters 120, 128, and 129 may be assigned to logical
partition P1; processors 102-103, some portion of memory
from local memories 160-163, and PCI I/O adapters 121 and
136 may be assigned to partition P2; and processor 104, some
portion of memory from local memories 160-163, graphics
adapter 148 and hard disk adapter 149 may be assigned to
logical partition P3.

Each operating system executing within data processing
system 100 is assigned to a different logical partition. Thus,
each operating system executing within data processing sys-
tem 100 may access only those /O units that are within its
logical partition. Thus, for example, one instance of the
Advanced Interactive Executive (AIX®) operating system
may be executing within partition P1, a second instance (im-
age) of the AIX operating system may be executing within
partition P2, and a Linux® or IBM-i® operating system may
be operating within logical partition P3. (AIX and IBM-i are
trademarks of International business Machines Corporation
in the United States and other countries. Linux is a trademark
of Linus Torvalds in the United States and other countries).

Peripheral component interconnect (PCI) host bridge 114
connected to I/O bus 112 provides an interface to PCI local
bus 115. A number of PCI input/output adapters 120-121
connect to PCI local bus 115 through PCI-to-PCI bridge 116,
PCI bus 118, PCI bus 119, I/O slot 170, and I/O slot 171.
PCI-t0-PCI bridge 116 provides an interface to PCI bus 118
and PCIbus 119. PCI1/O adapters 120 and 121 are placed into
1/0 slots 170 and 171, respectively. Typical PCI bus imple-
mentations support between four and eight /O adapters (i.e.
expansion slots for add-in connectors). Each PCI 1/O adapter
120-121 provides an interface between data processing sys-
tem 100 and input/output devices such as, for example, other
network computers, which are clients to data processing sys-
tem 100.

An additional PCI host bridge 122 provides an interface for
an additional PCI local bus 123. PCI local bus 123 connects to
a plurality of PCI I/O adapters 128-129. PCI I/O adapters
128-129 connect to PCI local bus 123 through PCl-to-PCI
bridge 124, PCI bus 126, PCI bus 127, 1/O slot 172, and I/O
slot 173. PCI-to-PCI bridge 124 provides an interface to PCI
bus 126 and PCI bus 127. PCI I/O adapters 128 and 129 are
placedinto I/O slots 172 and 173, respectively. In this manner,
additional I/O devices, such as, for example, modems or
network adapters may be supported through each of PCI I/O
adapters 128-129. Consequently, data processing system 100
allows connections to multiple network computers.

Memory mapped graphics adapter 148 is inserted into 1/O
slot 174 and connects to I/O bus 112 through PCI bus 144,
PCI-t0-PCI bridge 142, PCI local bus 141, and PCI host
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bridge 140. Hard disk adapter 149 may be placed into [/O slot
175, which connects to PCI bus 145. In turn, PCI bus 145
connects to PCI-to-PCI bridge 142, which connects to PCI
host bridge 140 by PCI local bus 141.

A PCThost bridge 130 provides an interface for a PCI local
bus 131 to connect to /O bus 112. PCI 1/O adapter 136
connects to 1/O slot 176, which connects to PCI-to-PCI bridge
132 by PCI bus 133. PCI-to-PCI bridge 132 connects to PCI
local bus 131. PClI local bus 131 also connects PCI host bridge
130 to service processor mailbox interface and ISA bus
access pass-through logic 194 and PCI-to-PCI bridge 132.

Service processor mailbox interface and ISA bus access
pass-through logic 194 forwards PCI accesses destined to
PCV/ISA bridge 193. NVRAM storage 192 connects to ISA
bus 196. Service processor 135 connects to service processor
mailbox interface and ISA bus access pass-through logic 194
through its local PCI bus 195. Service processor 135 also
connects to processors 101-104 via a plurality of JTAG/I2C
busses 134. JTAG/12C busses 134 are a combination of JTTAG/
scan busses (see IEEE 1149.1) and Phillips 12C busses.

However, alternatively, JTAG/I2C busses 134 may be
replaced by only Phillips 12C busses or only JTAG/scan bus-
ses. All SP-ATTN signals of the host processors 101, 102,
103, and 104 connect together to an interrupt input signal of
service processor 135. Service processor 135 has its own
local memory 191 and has access to hardware OP-panel 190.

When data processing system 100 is initially powered up,
service processor 135 uses the JTAG/12C busses 134 to inter-
rogate the system (host) processors 101-104, memory con-
troller/cache 108, and 1/O bridge 110. At the completion of
this step, service processor 135 has an inventory and topology
understanding of data processing system 100. Service pro-
cessor 135 also executes Built-In-Self-Tests (BISTs), Basic
Assurance Tests (BATs), and memory tests on all elements
found by interrogating the host processors 101-104, memory
controller/cache 108, and I/O bridge 110. Service processor
135 gathers and reports any error information for failures
detected during the BISTs, BATs, and memory tests.

If a meaningful/valid configuration of system resources is
still possible after taking out the elements found to be faulty
during the BISTs, BATs, and memory tests, then data pro-
cessing system 100 is allowed to proceed to load executable
code into local (host) memories 160-163. Service processor
135 then releases host processors 101-104 for execution of
the code loaded into local memory 160-163. While host pro-
cessors 101-104 are executing code from respective operating
systems within data processing system 100, service processor
135 enters a mode of monitoring and reporting errors. Service
processor 135 monitors types of items including, for
example, the cooling fan speed and operation, thermal sen-
sors, power supply regulators, and recoverable and non-re-
coverable errors reported by processors 101-104, local
memories 160-163, and I/O bridge 110.

Service processor 135 saves and reports error information
related to all the monitored items in data processing system
100. Service processor 135 also takes action based on the type
of errors and defined thresholds. For example, service pro-
cessor 135 may take note of excessive recoverable errors on a
processor’s cache memory and decide that this is predictive of
a hard failure. Based on this determination, service processor
135 may mark that resource for deconfiguration during the
current running session and future Initial Program [oads
(IPLs). IPLs are also sometimes referred to as a “boot” or
“bootstrap.”

Data processing system 100 may be implemented using
various commercially available computer systems. For
example, data processing system 100 may be implemented
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using IBM Power Systems available from International Busi-
ness Machines Corporation. Such a system may support logi-
cal partitioning using an AIX operating system, which is also
available from International Business Machines Corporation.

Memories, such as memory 191, NVRAM 192, local
memories 160, 161, 162, and 163, or flash memory (not
shown), are some examples of computer usable storage
devices. Hard disk 150, a CD-ROM (not shown), and other
similarly usable devices are some examples of computer
usable storage devices including computer usable storage
medium.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that the
hardware depicted in FIG. 1 may vary. For example, other
peripheral devices, such as optical disk drives and the like,
also may be used in addition to or in place of the hardware
depicted. The depicted example is not meant to imply archi-
tectural limitations with respect to the illustrative embodi-
ments.

With reference to FIG. 2, this figure depicts a block dia-
gram of an example logically partitioned platform in which
the illustrative embodiments may be implemented. The hard-
ware in logically partitioned platform 200 may be imple-
mented as, for example, the corresponding components
depicted in data processing system 100 in FIG. 1.

Logically partitioned platform 200 includes partitioned
hardware 230, operating systems 202, 204, 206, 208, and
platform firmware 210. A platform firmware, such as plat-
form firmware 210, is also known as partition management
firmware. Operating systems 202, 204, 206, and 208 may be
multiple copies of a single operating system or multiple het-
erogeneous operating systems simultaneously run on logi-
cally partitioned platform 200. These operating systems may
be implemented using IBM-i, which is designed to interface
with a partition management firmware, such as Hypervisor.
IBM-i is used only as an example in these illustrative embodi-
ments. Of course, other types of operating systems, such as
AIX and Linux, may be used depending on the particular
implementation. Operating systems 202, 204, 206, and 208
are located in partitions 203, 205, 207, and 209, respectively.

Hypervisor software is an example of software that may be
used to implement partition management firmware 210 and is
available from International Business Machines Corporation.
Firmware is “software” stored in a memory chip that holds its
content without electrical power, such as, for example, read-
only memory (ROM), programmable ROM (PROM), eras-
able programmable ROM (EPROM), electrically erasable
programmable ROM (EEPROM), and nonvolatile random
access memory (nonvolatile RAM).

Additionally, partitions 203, 205,207, and 209 also include
partition firmware 211, 213, 215, and 217, respectively. Par-
tition firmware 211, 213, 215, and 217 may be implemented
using initial boot strap code, IEEE-1275 Standard Open
Firmware, and runtime abstraction software (RTAS), which is
available from International Business Machines Corporation.
When partitions 203, 205, 207, and 209 are instantiated,
platform firmware 210 loads a copy of boot strap code onto
partitions 203, 205, 207, and 209. Thereafter, control is trans-
ferred to the boot strap code with the boot strap code then
loading the open firmware and RTAS. The processors asso-
ciated or assigned to the partitions are then dispatched to the
partition’s memory to execute the partition firmware.

A data processing system, for example, partition 203,
includes application 212. Application 212 comprises pro-
gram instructions for carrying out the processes of any of the
various embodiments. The program instructions may be
stored on at least one of one or more computer-readable
tangible storage devices (e.g., hard disk 150, NVRAM 192, or
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acompact disk device coupled with I/Obus 112 in FIG. 1), for
execution by at least one of one or more processors (e.g.,
processors 101-104 in FIG. 1) via at least one of one or more
computer-readable memories (e.g., any of local memories
160-163 in FIG. 1). Application 212 may be implemented in
any form, including but not limited to a form suitable for
execution as a service, a form implemented using hardware
and software, or a form suitable for integration with another
application. A component, for example, memory 240,
includes component index table 233 and partition priority
table 249 according to an embodiment.

Partitioned hardware 230 includes a plurality of processors
232-238, a plurality of system memory units 240-246, a plu-
rality of input/output (I/O) adapters 248-262, and a storage
unit 270. Each of the processors 232-238, memory units
240-246, NVRAM storage 298, and /O adapters 248-262
may be assigned to one of partitions 203, 205, 207, and 209
within logically partitioned platform 200, each of which par-
titions 203, 205, 207, and 209 corresponds to one of operating
systems 202, 204, 206, and 208.

Partition management firmware 210 performs a number of
functions and services for partitions 203, 205,207, and 209 to
create and enforce the partitioning of logically partitioned
platform 200. Partition management firmware 210 is a firm-
ware implemented virtual machine identical to the underlying
hardware. Thus, partition management firmware 210 allows
the simultaneous execution of independent OS images 202,
204, 206, and 208 by virtualizing all the hardware resources
of'logically partitioned platform 200.

Service processor 290 may be used to provide various
services, such as processing of platform errors in the parti-
tions. These services also may act as a service agent to report
errors back to a vendor, such as International Business
Machines Corporation. Operations of partitions 203, 205,
207, and 209 may be controlled through a hardware manage-
ment console, such as hardware management console 280.
Hardware management console 280 is a separate data pro-
cessing system from which a system administrator may per-
form various functions including reallocation of resources to
different partitions.

The hardware in FIGS. 1-2 may vary depending on the
implementation. Other internal hardware or peripheral
devices, such as flash memory, equivalent non-volatile
memory, or optical disk drives and the like, may be used in
addition to or in place of certain hardware depicted in FIGS.
1-2. An implementation of the illustrative embodiments may
also use alternative architecture for managing partitions with-
out departing from the scope of the invention.

With reference to FIG. 3, this figure depicts a block dia-
gram of an example cooling configuration in a data process-
ing system, the information about which can be used in accor-
dance with an illustrative embodiment. Data processing
system 302 is an example data processing system using all or
part of data processing system 100 in FIG. 1. Components
304, 306, 308, 310, and 312 are labeled with example iden-
tifiers A, B, C, D, and E, respectively. Components 304, 306,
308, 310, and 312 are any number of hardware components,
for example, corresponding to any number of processors
similar to processor 101 in FIG. 1, or any number of local
memory 161 in FIG. 1.

Coolant inlet 314 allows a suitable coolant to enter system
302 for removing heat from components 304-312. Coolant
outlet 316 allows the coolant to exit system 302 after remov-
ing heat from components 304-312.

Inthe example placement of components 304-312 depicted
in this figure, component 304 is positioned closest to coolant
inlet 314, and component 312 is positioned the farthest from
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coolant inlet 314. Accordingly, component 304’s cooling
configuration allows component 304 to receive the most cool-
ing, and component 312°s cooling configuration allows com-
ponent 312 to receive the least cooling from the coolant flow
between cooling inlet 314 and cooling outlet 316. Compo-
nents 306, 308, and 310 receive progressively reduced cool-
ing from the coolant flow between cooling inlet 314 and
cooling outlet 316 owing to their progressively distant cool-
ing configurations from cooling inlet 314.

An embodiment uses the information about the cooling
configurations of components 304-312 to assign components
304-312 to partitions or workloads to improve performance
of partitions or workloads according to their relative priori-
ties. An embodiment uses the information about the cooling
configurations of components 304-312 to reduce the use of
relatively hotter components, such as components 310 or 312,
and increase the use of relatively cooler components, such as
components 304 or 306.

As an example, an embodiment can reduce the utilization
of component 312 such that system 302 can place component
312 in a low power consumption mode, thereby reducing
energy-related operating costs of system 302. As another
example, an embodiment can reduce the utilization of com-
ponent 312 such that system 302 can remove a license from
use at component 312, thereby reducing license-related oper-
ating costs of system 302.

With reference to FIG. 4, this figure depicts example data
structures configured for improving system performance
using cooling configuration information in accordance with
an illustrative embodiment. Component index table 402 is an
example of component index table 233 in FIG. 2. Partition
priority table 404 is an example of partition priority table 249
in FIG. 2.

Data structures 402 and 404 are described as tables only as
examples and not as a limitation on the illustrative embodi-
ments. An implementation can use any suitable data structure
for achieving a similar result, and such other data structures
are contemplated within the scope of the illustrative embodi-
ments.

Table 404 is described as a “partition priority” table only as
an example and not as a limitation on the illustrative embodi-
ments. Any component user, such as a workload in a non-
partitioned data processing system, can be prioritized in a
similar manner and other component users are contemplated
within the scope of the illustrative embodiments.

Table 402 is configured to store cooling configuration
information about a set of functionally interchangeable com-
ponents, or similar components, such as components 304-312
in FIG. 3. Any number of table 402 can be created to store
similar information about any number of sets of similar com-
ponents.

In an example embodiment, components in a set are
indexed according to an amount of cooling they receive, for
example, by their relative proximity to a coolant inlet coolant
inlet 314 in FIG. 3. Only as an example, a first component
receives a lower index value compared to a second compo-
nent if the first component receives more cooling, or better
heat exchange, than the second component.

Using the configuration depicted in FIG. 3, table 402 is
populated with the identifiers of the components in the set of
components represented in table 402, and the components’
indices. For example, component A is depicted to have an
index 0, component B an index value of 1, component C an
index value of 2, component D an index value of 3, and
component E an index value of 4, based on their relative heat
exchange effectiveness in the configuration of FIG. 3.
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These indices suggest that component A receives the best
cooling in the set of components A-E, and component E
receives the least cooling in the same set. Using this cooling
configuration information, one embodiment can reconfigure
components A-E for handling different amounts of workload
without stressing the components beyond their operational
limits. For example, an embodiment increases the clock speed
of component A more than the clock speed of components
B-D, and leaves the clock speed of component E unchanged.
In such a reconfiguration, component A can now process a
greater workload than components B, C, D, or E, while main-
taining comparable operating temperatures with components
B,C,D, orE.

Using partitions as example users of components A-E,
assume that any component from the set of components in
table 402 can be assigned to any partition P1, P2, P3, P4, or
P5, depicted in table 404. Table 404 is populated with a
priority value corresponding to each component user. For
example, for some reason, partition P1 is designated the high-
est priority partition with priority 0, followed by P3 as the
next highest priority with priority 1, followed by P4 as the
next highest priority with priority 2, followed by P2 as the
next highest priority with priority 3, and followed by P5 as the
lowest priority with priority 4.

An embodiment implemented in an application, such as in
application 212 in FIG. 2, assigns the components from the
set represented in table 402 to a component user represented
in table 404 such that a component user with a relatively
higher priority than another component user in table 404 is
assigned a component with relatively better cooling than
another component from table 402. Accordingly, in the
depicted example, an embodiment assigns component A to
partition P1, component B to partition P3, component C to
partition P4, component D to partition P2, and component E
to partition P5.

Furthermore, these assignments are dynamic. An embodi-
ment can change the assignments if components are added or
removed from table 402, or a component’s cooling configu-
ration changes, such as by becoming obstructed. An embodi-
ment can also change the assignments if a component user is
added or removed from table 404, or the priority associated
with a component user changes.

An embodiment can further alter the assignments if an
operating cost reduction can be achieved. For example, after
the assignments depicted in FIG. 4, an embodiment may
determine that partition P5 is utilizing component E below a
threshold amount, and that amount of capacity is available in
component B such that partitions P3 and P5 can share com-
ponent B, reduce the utilization of component E below
another threshold such that component E can be placed in a
low power consumption mode.

As another example, after the assignments depicted in FIG.
4, an embodiment may determine that partition P5 is utilizing
a license at component E below a threshold amount, and that
amount of license capacity is available in component B such
that partitions P3 and P5 can share a license at component B,
reduce the license utilization of component E such that the
license can be removed from component E.

With reference to FIG. 5, this figure depicts a block dia-
gram of an example process for improving system perfor-
mance using cooling configuration information in accor-
dance with an illustrative embodiment. Blocks 502, 504, and
506 represent the utilization of components A, B, and C
respectively, from table 402 in FIG. 4.

An embodiment can further alter the assignments
described with respect to FIG. 4. For example, assume that
after the assignments depicted in FIG. 4, an embodiment
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determines that utilization 502 of component A is at level W1;
utilization 504 of component B is at level W2; and utilization
506 of component C is only at level W3. The embodiment
further determines that the amount of workload processed by
component C can be accommodated in the spare capacity of
component A.

Accordingly, the embodiment transfers the one or more
workloads using component C to component A, increasing
the utilization of component A by corresponding amount
W3A, and removing the utilization W3 from utilization 506.
Now, the embodiment can instruct, direct, or enable a system
to switch component C to a low power mode, thereby improv-
ing the performance of the system by reducing the cost of
executing the same amount of workload but with less energy.

Blocks 502, 504, and 506 and the artifacts depicted therein
can also be interpreted as license usage. An embodiment can
similarly instruct, direct, or enable a system to transfer license
usage from component C to component A in a similar manner,
and remove a license from component C. Thus, an embodi-
ment improves the performance of the system by reducing the
cost of executing the same amount of workload but with fewer
licenses.

With reference to FIG. 6, this figure depicts a flowchart of
a process for improving system performance using cooling
configuration information in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment. Process 600 can be implemented in application
212 in FIG. 2.

Process 600 begins by indexing a set of similar components
according to the amounts of cooling available to those com-
ponents (step 602). Process 600 assigns priorities to a set of
component users, for example, partitions, that can use one or
more components from the set of components (step 604).

Process 600 allocates the coolest available component
from the set of components to the component user with the
highest remaining priority in the set of component users (step
606). Process 600 repeats step 606 so long as a component
user in the set of component users remains in need of a
component from the set of components.

Process 600 determines whether a component user has
been added, removed, or reprioritized (step 608). If a compo-
nent user has been added or removed, (solid branch of “Yes”
path of step 608), process 600 returns to step 604. If a com-
ponent user has been reprioritized, (dotted branch of “Yes”
path of step 608), process 600 returns to step 606. If the set of
component users has remained unchanged (“No” path of step
608), process 600 determines whether a component has been
added or removed from the set of components, or the cooling
configuration of a component in the set of components has
changed (step 610). If a component has been added or
removed from the set of components, or the cooling configu-
ration of a component in the set of components has changed
(“Yes” path of step 610), process 600 returns to step 602. If
the set of components remains unchanged (“No” path of step
610), process 600 may end thereafter.

With reference to FIG. 7, this figure depicts a flowchart of
an example process of reconfiguring a component for improv-
ing system performance using cooling configuration infor-
mation in accordance with an illustrative embodiment. Pro-
cess 700 can be implemented in application 212 in FIG. 2.

Process 700 begins by selecting a component from an
indexed set of components, such as the set of components in
table 402 in FIG. 4 that may result after step 602 in FIG. 6
(step 702). Process 700 determines whether the index of the
selected component indicates that the selected component has
a better cooling configuration than another component in the
set of components (step 704). If the selected component has
the better cooling configuration (“Yes” path of step 704),
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process 700 reconfigures the selected component to have
improved performance, such as the ability to accommodate a
larger workload than the other component, e.g., by increasing
the clock speed of the selected component more than the
clock speed of the other component (step 706). If the selected
component does not have the better cooling configuration
(“No” path of step 704), process 700 proceeds to step 708.

Process 700 determines whether more components remain
in the set of components for similar reconfiguration (step
708). If more components remain (“Yes” path of step 708),
process 700 returns to step 702 and selects another compo-
nent. If no more components remain (“No” path of step 708),
process 700 may end thereafter.

With reference to FIG. 8, this figure depicts a flowchart of
an example process for reducing operating cost and improv-
ing system performance using cooling configuration infor-
mation in accordance with an illustrative embodiment. Pro-
cess 800 can be implemented in application 212 in FIG. 2. In
FIG. 4 and in process 800, lower thresholds are indicative of
better cooling configuration only as an example for the ease of
conveying the operation of an embodiment. An implementa-
tion may elect to use higher index values to indicate better
cooling configuration in a similar manner within the scope of
the illustrative embodiments. Other manners of associating
the index values to the levels of cooling available at a com-
ponent, such as symbolic or encoded indices, are also con-
templated within the scope of the illustrative embodiments.

Process 800 begins by selecting from an indexed set of
components a component whose index is higher than a thresh-
old index (step 802). Process 800 determines whether the
workload of the selected component be accommodated in a
lower than threshold indexed component in the set (step 804).
It the workload of the selected component be accommodated
in a lower than threshold indexed component in the set (“Yes”
path of step 804, process 800 determines whether transferring
the workload reduce the selected component’s utilization
below a threshold level of utilization (step 806).

If transferring the workload will reduce the selected com-
ponent’s utilization below a threshold level of utilization
(“Yes” path of step 806), process 800 transfers the workload
to the lower than threshold indexed component in the set
considered in step 804 (step 808).

Process 800 determines whether a mode of the selected
component can be switched to a low power consumption
mode (step 810). If the mode can be switched (“Yes” path of
step 810), process 800 places the selected component in a low
power mode (step 812).

If the determinations of steps 804, 806, or 810 result in a
negative answer (“No” path of step 804), (“No” path of step
806), or (“No” path of step 810), process 800 proceeds to step
814. Process 800 determines whether more components
remain to be considered in the set of components for switch-
ing to low power mode (step 814). If more components
remain to be considered (““Yes” path of step 814), process 800
returns to step 802. If no more components are to be consid-
ered (“No” path of step 814), process 800 may end thereafter.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks



US 9,152,471 B2

13

shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved. It
will also be noted that each block of the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems
that perform the specified functions or acts, or combinations
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

Thus, a computer implemented method, system, and com-
puter program product are provided in the illustrative
embodiments for improving system performance using cool-
ing configuration information. Using an embodiment, the
performance of a data processing system can be improved by
judiciously assigning components with better cooling con-
figurations than others to component users with higher pri-
orities than others. An embodiment further allows operating
components with better cooling configurations to handle
increased workloads, thus freeing up components to further
improve system performance.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method,
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
or more computer readable storage device(s) or computer
readable media having computer readable program code
embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable stor-
age device(s) or computer readable media may be utilized.
The computer readable medium may be a computer readable
signal medium or a computer readable storage medium. A
computer readable storage device may be, for example, but
not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromag-
netic, infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, or
device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing. More
specific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer
readable storage device would include the following: an elec-
trical connection having one or more wires, a portable com-
puter diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM),
aread-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage device may be any
tangible device or medium that can contain, or store a pro-
gram for use by or in connection with an instruction execution
system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable storage
device or computer readable medium may be transmitted
using any appropriate medium, including but not limited to
wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF, etc., or any suitable
combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
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computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to one or more proces-
sors of one or more general purpose computers, special pur-
pose computers, or other programmable data processing
apparatuses to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the one or more processors of the comput-
ers or other programmable data processing apparatuses, cre-
ate means for implementing the functions/acts specified in the
flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
one or more computer readable storage devices or computer
readable media that can direct one or more computers, one or
more other programmable data processing apparatuses, or
one or more other devices to function in a particular manner,
such that the instructions stored in the one or more computer
readable storage devices or computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto one or more computers, one or more other program-
mable data processing apparatuses, or one or more other
devices to cause a series of operational steps to be performed
on the one or more computers, one or more other program-
mable data processing apparatuses, or one or more other
devices to produce a computer implemented process such that
the instructions which execute on the one or more computers,
one or more other programmable data processing appara-
tuses, or one or more other devices provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
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spirit of the invention. The embodiments were chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer implemented method for improving system
performance using cooling configuration information, the
method comprising:

indexing a set of components in a data processing system

according to corresponding amounts of cooling avail-
able to the components in the set, wherein an amount of
cooling available to a component in the set of compo-
nents is dependent upon a cooling configuration of the
component in the data processing system, and wherein
the cooling configuration includes a measure of a prox-
imity of the component to a coolant inlet in the data
processing system;

assigning priorities to component users in a set of compo-

nent users; and

allocating, using a processor and a memory, a component

whose index value represents a higher than threshold
amount of cooling availability to the component to a
component user whose priority is higher than a threshold
priority.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

selecting a first component whose index value is indicative

of better cooling configuration than a cooling configu-
ration of a second component in the set of components;
and

reconfiguring the first component to deliver a better per-

formance than the second component.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the reconfiguring com-
prises:

increasing a clock speed of the first component to more

than a clock speed of the second component.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

transferring a workload from the second component to the

first component; and

placing the second component in a low power consumption

mode.
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:
evaluating whether the workload from the second compo-
nent can be transferred to the first component; and

analyzing whether the transferring will allow the second
component to be placed in the low power consumption
mode, wherein the transferring and the placing being
responsive to the evaluating and the analyzing being
affirmative.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

transferring a workload from the second component to the

first component; and

removing a license from use in the second component,

wherein the license was used to execute the workload at
the second component.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein a priority assigned to a
component user in the set of component users is indicative of
a relative importance of the component user in the set of
component users.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the components in the
set of components are functionally similar to one another.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the component users in
the set of component users are partitions in the data process-
ing system.
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10. The method of claim 1, wherein the components in the
set of components are processors in the data processing sys-
tem.

11. A computer usable program product comprising a com-
puter usable storage device including computer usable code
for improving system performance using cooling configura-
tion information, the computer usable code comprising:

computer usable code for indexing a set of components in

a data processing system according to corresponding
amounts of cooling available to the components in the
set, wherein an amount of cooling available to a compo-
nent in the set of components is dependent upon a cool-
ing configuration of the component in the data process-
ing system, and wherein the cooling configuration
includes a measure of a proximity of the component to a
coolant inlet in the data processing system;

computer usable code for assigning priorities to compo-

nent users in a set of component users; and

computer usable code for allocating, using a processor and

a memory, a component whose index value represents a
higher than threshold amount of cooling availability to
the component to a component user whose priority is
higher than a threshold priority.

12. The computer usable program product of claim 11,
further comprising:

computer usable code for selecting a first component

whose index value is indicative of better cooling con-
figuration than a cooling configuration of a second com-
ponent in the set of components; and

computer usable code for reconfiguring the first compo-

nent to deliver a better performance than the second
component.

13. The computer usable program product of claim 12,
wherein the reconfiguring comprises:

computer usable code for increasing a clock speed of the

first component to more than a clock speed of the second
component.

14. The computer usable program product of claim 12,
further comprising:

computer usable code for transferring a workload from the

second component to the first component; and
computer usable code for placing the second component in
a low power consumption mode.

15. The computer usable program product of claim 14,
further comprising:

computer usable code for evaluating whether the workload

from the second component can be transferred to the first
component; and

computer usable code for analyzing whether the transfer-

ring will allow the second component to be placed in the
low power consumption mode, wherein the transferring
and the placing being responsive to the evaluating and
the analyzing being affirmative.

16. The computer usable program product of claim 11,
wherein the computer usable code is stored in a computer
readable storage medium in a data processing system, and
wherein the computer usable code is transferred over a net-
work from a remote data processing system.

17. The computer usable program product of claim 11,
wherein the computer usable code is stored in a computer
readable storage medium in a server data processing system,
and wherein the computer usable code is downloaded over a
network to a remote data processing system for use in a
computer readable storage medium associated with the
remote data processing system.
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18. A data processing system for improving system perfor-
mance using cooling configuration information, the data pro-
cessing system comprising:

a storage device including a storage medium, wherein the
storage device stores computer usable program code;
and

a processor, wherein the processor executes the computer
usable program code, and wherein the computer usable
program code comprises:

computer usable code for indexing a set of components in
a data processing system according to corresponding
amounts of cooling available to the components in the
set, wherein an amount of cooling available to a compo-
nent in the set of components is dependent upon a cool-
ing configuration of the component in the data process-
ing system, and wherein the cooling configuration
includes a measure of a proximity of the component to a
coolant inlet in the data processing system;

computer usable code for assigning priorities to compo-
nent users in a set of component users; and

computer usable code for allocating, using a processor and
a memory, a component whose index value represents a
higher than threshold amount of cooling availability to
the component to a component user whose priority is
higher than a threshold priority.
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